MONTESSORI EDUCATORS OF ALABAMA

2006 FALL CONFERENCE
WORKSHOPS AND PRESENTERS INFORMATION

AM Workshops:  
Creating Independence & Self-esteem at Home (1 ½-6) 

A mother of two tells how she saved her sanity by discovering ways she could help her children become independent. Hear the funny stories of her trials and tribulations as she learned how much it enhanced her children’s self-esteem to be able to do things for themselves.
 – Michelle Box is a native of Canada and moved to Huntsville with her husband and children several years ago. Her daughter graduated from The Montessori School of Huntsville where her son now attends.  Michelle, a former Chair of the Board of Directors and Festival Organizer, is currently an administrative assistant parent volunteer at MSH. Other parents are amazed when they visit her home.
Legal Issues for Schools (Administrators & Teachers) 
Learn about the federal and state laws which affect teachers and administrators of schools. There will be a focus on the “Baby Douglas Law” and how it has affected the administering of  prescription medications, diaper rash ointments, sun screen and first aid ointments. 
– Anna Blair, MBAJD is a lawyer specializing in healthcare and has been practicing for 15 years. She was one of the founders of the Montessori school in Florence and is taking a break from the hectic world of lawyers this year to enjoy some time with the children at The Montessori School of Huntsville. Anna enjoys being active in local theatre groups and one of her favorite community services is volunteering at the National Children’s Advocacy Center
“Bon Appetit!" -  Nutritious is Delicious  (3-6)
This fun, hands-on workshop will inspire teachers to educate students concerning the importance of making healthy food choices. Learn many interesting nutrition facts through fun activities.  Topics will include 1) the new food pyramid (what is the food pyramid and how do we use it) 2) comparison of healthy food vs. junk food, 3) various songs on how to stay healthy, and 4) hands-on food tasting activities.  The workshop will also provide information on the importance of exercise.

-Brenda Tackett is owner/director of The Montessori Learning Center in Huntsville, Alabama (established in 1991).  Her University background is in Early Childhood Education.  She holds a Montessori Certification from The American Montessori Society (1986). She has over 25 years of Montessori teaching experience. She has always had a passion for "nutrition" and enjoys sharing it with others. 

 “May Peace Prevail” in Your Classroom (6-9) 
Joyce will share many ways to help your elementary class become permeated with peace education, from literature connections to the Native American Medicine Wheel.

– Joyce Kendall has Montessori certification for 3-6 and 6-9, and has been teaching for 35 years. She has a special interest in language arts and the cultural subjects.  She teaches these, along with peace education, for Atlanta Montessori Teacher Education.   She loves animals, gardening, reading and crafts.  Currently the Kendalls live in John's Creek, Georgia and co-teach a 6-9 elementary class at Country Brook Montessori School in Norcross, GA.  They lived in Alabama for 22 years and have three grown children, all born in Huntsville.  

PM Workshops:  

Creating Art with Children (3-6) 
Experience the fun the children enjoy when they create these wonderful pieces of art work. In addition to seeing new ways to use paint, you will learn to use many materials that might have otherwise ended up in the trash, so you are helping the environment at the same time. Take home your own creations to inspire the children.
– Agneis Turowska is a native of Poland and after receiving her degree from the Institute of Teachers Education in Lodz, she taught Kindergarten through 4th grade, She moved to the US with her husband and two daughters in 1996, moved to Huntsville in 1997, then joined the Montessori School of Huntsville staff in 1998 and enrolled her younger daughter. The children at MSH are always excited and amazed at the art work she helps them create. This year she was instrumental in MSH winning 1st Place in the school division of the Huntsville Botanical Gardens scarecrow competition.
Dyslexia 101, an Overview for Montessorians (3-9)
This workshop will describe the neurological basis and characteristics of dyslexia. Participants will learn the red flags that help in early identification. Other topics covered will include information about dyslexia assessment, appropriate instruction, and dyslexia intervention in the Montessori classroom. 

– Marcia Ramsey is the head of the school and is the former head of Montessori School of Huntsville. An educator with 30+ years teaching experience, Mrs. Ramsey is a trained Orton-Gillingham teacher, a method developed specifically to address the needs of people with reading disabilities. She also tutors and conducts evaluations for dyslexia. In August of 2001, Mrs. Ramsey established Greengate School, a school for children with dyslexia. Marcia is also the mother of a dyslexic child.

Beyond the Basics in Elementary Math (6-9) 
Al will show activities and games which will complement and extend the basic Montessori elementary math materials. Discover ways to get the children even more excited about the wonderful world of math we use every day.
 – Al Kendall a certified Montessori teacher, has worked in a variety of programs for 37 years and still is amazed at children and how they learn.  With a psychology background and an M.A. in Early Childhood Education, he has also taken training from the Gesell Institute.  He enjoys teaching math and uses Montessori, Mortensen and other approaches to help children understand number concepts. He teaches math and child development with Atlanta Montessori Teacher Education.  He loves baseball and is an avid Braves fan (most years). Currently the Kendalls live in John's Creek, Georgia and co-teach a 6-9 elementary class at Country Brook Montessori School in Norcross, GA.  They lived in Alabama for 22 years and have three grown children, all born in Huntsville.  

“My Child Did What?!!!!” (Communicating with Parents) (All) 
What is the best way to tell a parent their child is having a difficult time following the rules or that you have a concern about their development? Lysa will share many of the techniques she has found helpful over the years in building a relationship with families so that it is much easier to communicate when there is a problem. Her insights will help parents as well as teachers and administrators.
– Lysa Parker is a trained facilitator in The Nurturing Parenting Program and is a certified Family Life Educator with a Masters in Human Development and Family Studies and has 20 years teaching experience. She is the founder of a very successful non-profit parenting organization, Attachment Parenting International (API) that has chapters in almost every state and in many other countries. Her experiences as a mother of two grown sons, a stepmother, and a grandmother give her the understanding she needs to support other families.
Administrator’s Round Table (Administrators)
This is an opportunity for administrators to get together to discuss topics that pertain to this position. Discuss problems, share success stories, and pick one another’s brains. Build a network so you do not feel isolated and alone when facing the day to day challenges that come with being an administrator.

 – A Group Discussion where everyone brings their questions and at least one idea they have found helpful in their job as administrator.
